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Cloud Computing and the Humanities
National eResearch Collaboration Tools and Resources
We are providing a free cloud computing offering for Australian Researchers, 
including the humanities. 
An example from the humanities
The cloud can be used for linking or hosting 
databases
HuNI is planning to use the research cloud for hosting 
tools and example projects that make it simple to 
query over 25 different humanities databases. This 
enables researchers from around the country to find 
information for their own research, and create a 
virtual collection that can add to, annotate, publish 
and share.
Collaboration
Researchers can use the cloud for working with 
others.
Cloud users can install anything they want – It's 
simple to set up a wiki, blog, survey or any web 
based service. Virtual Machines have a Public IP 
address, so they're accessible from the world – 
even to colleagues overseas.
Users can re-use existing tools from the cloud 
community – our cloud is designed to be 
compatible with other commercial and open-
source clouds.
In addition to a support desk, a community forum 
has been established to enable users to interact 
and share experiences and tools. The cloud is 
responsive to the unique needs of researchers 
and feedback translates more quickly into action 
than would otherwise occur.
The infrastructure is large scale and will 20,000 
cores before completion, meaning there is 
sufficient capacity to perform even complex 
analysis tasks.
What is Cloud Computing, NeCTAR?
Cloud Computing enables ubiquitous, convenient, self-
service access to a shared pool of computing 
resources. Using virtualisation technology, 
researchers can create servers with broad network 
access on demand, when they need them.
NeCTAR is an Australian Government Project to build 
new infrastructure, specifically for the needs of 
Australian Researchers. The Research Cloud is one of 
NeCTAR’s programmes.
Interested? 
Try it now, no approval needed, merely 
login using your institutional username 
and password.
http://www.nectar.org.au
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